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Homemade Feeder cont.

gallon. Well, off to search the
internet. That is how | found this
wonder f ul site,
mi ngbirds . comb.

| was able to construct 2 one gal-
lon feeders per the instructions on
the site. For the
first one, | used a
plastic gallon wa-
ter bottle and a ﬁ
plastic large mouth [
miracle whip lid for =
the base. The
flowers that | used
were from an old
broken feeder |

F"hdto y Tam

had saved for Waldrip, Central
Texas

spare parts. The
flowers have a long stem on them
and they fit just under the water
bottle lid which enabled me to fill
the whole base with hot glue, only
leaving the space directly under
the lid open.

For the hanger, | used a small eye
hook screwed into the top with hot
glue around all the way around.
After | was finished (well past the
hummers bed time), | thought it
needed a little piazza. | had some
pink silk flowers and glued them
around the yellow plastic flowers.
Since | wasnot
like it or not, | only put in 2 cups of
sugar water and hung it out.

When | got up the next morning,
they were ALL over it. They seem
to like it better than the store
bought ones. <*smiles*>

-Tammy Waldrip, Central Texas
398

Note: For instructions on how to make
your own homemade hummingbird feeder,
go to:
http://www.worldofhummingbirds.com/feed

ersmake.php
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Hummingbird Life at the California Wildlife Center

When Angela Herschel of the
California Wildlife Center in

6 Suothern galiforpia USAH was
asked how she and her team
mates care for wayward hum-
mingbirds, here is what she has
to say.

We care for hummingbirds by
feeding the nestlings every half
hour, from morning until night,
then no feeding during the night.
Soon very fast they learn to self
feed with the syringe close to their
reach. We change the color of the
silk flower that —
the syringe tip & \\
is threaded
through so the
baby can gen-
eralize flowers
come in all
colors.

You know it is
amazing how

successful we !

are with ;

them! We are &

P'am'”g N3 photo by Angela Herschell, Malibu, Ca..
tive flower-

.
.
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higher raise the sy-
ringe to encourage
climbing and hover- ®
ing.

They finally gradu-
ate to outside to a
larger double wired
(for pest protection)
enclosure that we

bring in at night, SO Photo by a
they can fly (fledge)
and build flight &

muscles. The syringe with silk
flower is held by a pipe cleaner on
the tip that the

§ syringe's tip
goes

through ...they
then fledge/
hover in the
open safe place
outside with a
towel on one

* side for shade if
needed and
have them out-
side for a few
hours.

But always take

ing plants all over the rehab center

in Malibu just for the little guys
( but t ®o)We kebpsthe tiny

s ufeagherless onestingheir owio nest d

if available or make a

tiny simulated nest and place it
inside a small cricket carrier in an
incubator. They graduate to a
cricket carrier out of the incubator
with branches so they can learn
how to perch. Once we know that
he/she can eat on his own, we
start leaving the syringe attached
by a pipe cleaner in the cricket
carrier and at first have it low and
as he starts to get stronger and

can perch better and start to climb -

them in at night. We have to
separate them when they become
juvenile's because they start to
bully each other (something we
have all seen at our own hum-
mingbird feeder!).
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Photo by Angela Herschell, Malibu, Ca..
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Patience the Hummingbird
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- A Members Story

A hummingbird, who I've nhamed moved up a not ch twhermelsainthesyard s doimdirs
Patience for reasons that would be become very picky about who is and out her behavior
obvious if you saw the effort she is all owed in the yarsdhe nddo enshrod ti scnodnie n e e
spending, has built a nest in my To my continuing amazement, Otto doesndt | eave sight
small city back . . and 'P?‘SS mus- Yesterday Otto and | watched
yard. AiSheos become te_r. | thirk she transfixed as she chased a dove
The drama in about who is allowed in the gives Otto apass oyt ofthe yard i thus the picture
WALCSEIcIM Yy ar d and who i s be!,au?fe r?e \,f}:en and the dtle cf this post. She was
VESTUGICIIRI tinuing amazement, Otto and | i ht ?ot € very aggressive about it, chasing
tense as the Ac s S L @ birds who linger the dove to the roof of our four

, p too long around - :
hatching of Pa- X story building. The pair of doves
tiencebds eggs gets cl oser _the Water. d_'Sh have been around much longer

R which is very much to her liking than Patience but -«
ltos very hot her emdrebn tRafifa nfoméht). FHatS C O ' ;

right now. Temps hit 93F/35C yes-
terday and 90+ so far today, some-
thing that only happens once or
twice a year when a mass of high
pressure air presses down hard on
the west coast. (And oh! do we San
Franciscans suffer! This is a town
that calls 75F/23C a heat wave!)

The critters feel the heat

too. Otto (my dog) mopes about as
if his destiny is a barbecue spit and
refuses to walk more than a block.
Birds of all kinds flock to my yard to
get water from the old planter sau-
cer | keep filled for them. Otto and |
are spending a lot of time outside
because my apartment is too hot: it
has huge windows, which are won-
derful most of the time but on hot
days turns the place into a micro-
wave oven.

So wedre out
watch Patience the hummingbird
get off her nest periodically to cool
herself and probably her eggs,
since optimum temperature for
hummingbird eggs is 96F/36C and
she doesndt
heat to get there right now. The
eggs are due to hatch any time,
though theyodre
chicks as of this writing: | peeked
when she took her last break.

Patiencebs alert

. care: she just wants thema%one.
he doesno6t seem t ogh&XRfeqRePchadVale ifi the

of heri she moves too fast, has N0 ,¢emaon with both of the pair and
ss:enttosmff, never goes down to again succeeded. | 81
his level T probably helps. this. | knew she distrusted the star-
lings i she gets very agitated when
they dig for bugs below her tree.
(Otto runs the starlings out of the
yard which may be why she gives
him a pass.) But
see doves as a threat, but what do
ef florkitnsow Sahbeo uamo nlditf e 6
hummi ngbir
“! perspective (cats
excepted)?

And me? Well, this will doubtless
draw charges of anthropomorphiz-
ing or being off my meds or just
plain old-fashioned California
kookiness, but it is my strong
sense that she considers me a sort
her

do\

of ally in
leave her nest for long
and never leaves sight
ofitiunl ess |
in the red chair a few
feet away. Seriously: |
just returned outside
after an absence of a

S
d ¢

So we all, crit-
ters and me,
await the Event.

This dAwild |
few hours and | no domod saga ¢t
sooner sat down than spiring in my
she zoomed off into small back yard

back ,the thtij-dl fﬁsltl |@I' gty Fos in one of the
t i_ Nng me K n gpMoto By Bd®réwiSson, San Francisco, Ca.. densest
going as she always neighborhoods of San Francisco is
does by hovering above me for a a thrill to watch. And to be a part of,
few seconds and making her little whether I really am or not.
clicks. _ _ _
have tope WhS Bne B PRy Toubg c(;éontlnued in the next is-
this time (thatoés when | did the egg
check), again hovered where | -Ed Brownson,
s t ichuld héaurhér 8ind thénnade thé ed@toostupidtodie.net
five-point maneuver around the www.toostupidtodie.net
tree and into her nest she does www.flickr.com/photos/ejbsf/
|eevved |y H a smed ethienirteetwyrns. | f | &m s ome -
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Do you have a story or

would like to see

something included in the
newsletter? If so, please |
send us an E-Mail at:

newsletter@

www.Worldofhummingbirds.com

worldofhummingbirds.com

Many time our companies will offer coupons to are members that we like to pass onto you here. You can also see more

Coupons

available coupons by going to the World of Hummingbirds .com online shop.
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Pet Store

Save 5%
on ordars ovar $75!
Coupon Code CJTS
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gifts for pets

and the people they love

10% Off
Gifts

Pet Lover
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5 your order

Italian Charms &
Fashion Jewerly

USE CODE: CJ1S5PUGS»
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