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Welcome!

Welcome to the first
World of Humming-
birds .com Newsletter.

We are excited about
putting this newsletter
together.

We plan to distribute it to
those that want it on a
quarterly basis.

The news letter will be
delivered to your e-mail
account every June,
September, December,
and March.

This newsletter is de-
signed for backyard
hummingbird enthusi-
asts.

World of Hummingbirds .com

Plan to have a featured
artist for every issue.

We are pleased to an-
nounce our first featured
artist Dennis Fran-

zen who creates beauti-
ful bronze statues.

We also hope to include
a readers story in every
issue. In thisissue, In
this issue, we are
pleased to announce a
beautiful story by Jackie
Lacaze Dekker.

We also have tips and
tricks throughout the
newsletter.

If you have a story or
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would like to see some-
thing included, let us
know by sending an e-
mail to newslet-
ter@worldofhummingbir
ds.com.

Blown in the Wind!

March 10, 2007a.m.

In early February 2007 |
spotted a hummingbird
nest in my small olive
tree in my courtyard.
Several days later | no-
ticed two tiny eggs. |
watched the parent (I'm
assuming the mother)
patiently sitting on her

eggs awaiting the birth
of her babies. I'm un-
sure how long it took but
soon | noticed a tiny puff
of down feathers. |
would check on their
progress from time to
time through our tele-
photo camera from the
second story balcony. |

A Members Story.

was amazed to watch
these baby's grow a bit
more and more with
each passing day. Fi-
nally, their long beaks
started to become more
and more noticeable
with each day. Today,
their beaks are about 1/4

continued on page 2.
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Blown in the Wind cont.

in long and still growing.

Last night we had one heck of a
wind storm. Actually, it's still very
windy. This morning when |
awoke, it was still dark outside; |
grabbed a flash light and headed
outside to see the damage. My
fingers were crossed that the nest
was still intact. It was not! | felt
my heart go right for my throat. |
then spotted the nest on the
ground, empty! OH NO! | looked
back to where the nest was at-
tached just the day before and
spotted one baby hanging on for
dear life. Now what? Where's the
other one? | searched and search
the tree and the ground and even
under the car parked nearby.
Nothing. | went inside and woke
up Scott and asked him to help me
search for the missing baby.

As Scott was gathering his
clothes, | headed back outside to
search. Just as soon as Scott
came to help, | spotted the second
baby, sitting on a branch about 15
inches from where the nest origi-
nally stood. YEAH! | really
wanted to put the baby's back to-
gether but just backed off and
headed back into the house to
wait and watch.

The sun
started to
slowly rise
and mommy
bird came
zooming over
to see the
damage first hand. She found
baby number 1 and gave him/her
a little beak kiss of some sort of
hummingbird talk, and then went
looking for baby 2. | could tell she
was unable to find him at first,

ol felt my

throat. | then spotted the nest

on the ground, empty!
OH NO! o}

however, she did find
the empty nest. She
went back to feed #1,
drank from the nearby
feeder and zoomed
off again searching for
more breakfast. She
came back 2 more
times but only fed
baby # 1.

| started thinking that |
could move baby #2
close to baby #1 and
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Photo by Jacqueline Lageiker, Mountain House, Ca., USA

just as | was mastering the plan,
mommy came back and found the
baby #2. | sighed a big sigh and
relaxed.

March 10, 2007 pm

Can these babies make it another
night with these 30mph North
wind? The olive tree is swaying
side to side violently, but the
chicks hold on as | watch on in
total amazement.

A brainstorm comes over me. |
headed outside; pick up the itty
bitty birdods
constructed of the finest mixture of
spider webs, hummingbird saliva
and down feathers. It looks really
comfortable but hardly enough
room for 2 growing baby birds. |
took the little nest
up to my craft room/
office and carefully
threaded embroi-
dery thread in a
cross pattern at the
base of the nest. |
then went back outside and at-
tached the nest back to the tree,
as baby number 2 watched me
carefully.

hear't

| head back indoors as | watched
& waited to see if chick number 2

would sidestep over to the nest.
Mommy bird returned, fed both
chicks and checked out the next. |
thought for a moment that she
was going to grab chick number 2
by the back of the neck, like a
mommy dog does to her puppies,
but she just fed the chick again
and took off.

March 11, 2007

Another windy night and another
night of worry for me. First thing
this morning | checked on the 2

n e s t chicks and they were still in the

exact same location. Seeing them
brought a huge smile on my face
and a happy day ahead. Each
pass of the courtyard, | take a
peek, and sigh. They are such
amazing creatures.

I have an update that makes me
sad: | did some re-

search yesterday about what to do
when baby hummingbirds fall from
their nest. It seemed the right
thing to do was put them back into
thenest I donodt
with these recommendations, but |
did. | carefully picked up one bird
and planted him in his nest. Then
| slowly grabbed the other baby nd

continued on page 3.
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Blown in the Wind cont.

put him next to the nest (there isn't
enough room for both any-

more). They both freaked out and
took off. They didn't get far since
this was their maiden voyage. |
swooped them back up and re-
peated myself 3 times but on the
last return to the nest, 1 of the
birds really took off.

to rest.

| cried and cried, drank a glass of
red wine, and went to sleep.

| keep telling myself that maybe it
was time for them to venture out
on their own. | just wish | wasn't
the one to push them to fly before
they were ready. Another life les-

| looked for him/her for a few son..

hours but couldn't find him. |

0 by Jacqueline Lacéxekker, 0 >
could hear the mother calling out v o DRUGLDEIV %HVW +XP>2LQJE
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and the baby responding, so my
hope is he/she found a new place

Featured Artist: Dennis Franzen

We recently had the opportunity to chat
with Dennis Franzen. Dennis Franzen
is an accomplished artist and sculptor
who created a stunning work of art for a
foundry in California. This sculpture is a
six foot high statue of a hummingbird
taking a sip of nectar from a trumpet
vine flower made entirely of bronze. At
six feet high, the sculpture brings to-
gether both art and engineering in a
spectacular masterpiece.

Mr. Franzen was kind enough to allow
us to take a bit of his time to answer a
few questions about his work and his
life.

Hello Mr. Franzen. Thank you for
your time to do this interview. What
made you decide to create this beau-
tiful sculpture of a hummingbird?

Well, | was approached by a firm in
California that did foundry work. They
asked me to do a six foot tall bronze
statue of a hummingbird for their garden
area. | thought it would be an interest-
ing challenge and decided to take it.

What inspires you in your artwork?

My sculptures are most often inspired
by wildlife. | spend a good deal of time
outdoors and wildlife is a terrific inspira-

tion.

Who was your biggest influ-
ence to get you into your art?

My high school art teacher, La-
marr Lundberg, who | still "talk
art" with today.

How did you get into your
art?

I've always been into art in
some form or another. After
high school and one year at the
Milwaukee School of the Arts, |
became an illustrator in Chicago
in 1981. From there | branched
out and tried sculpting in

1995. My first sculpting series
was with Roman, Inc. with the
Dennis Franzen Collection.

What do you see yourself do-
ing in the future?

Any and all aspects of artwork, from
stained glass design to large-scale

bronze sculptures for residential and
commercial. Hopefully there will be

more hummingbirds.

If anyone wants more information on

Sculpture by Dennis Franzen

They can e-mail me of course at fran-
zen5@aol.com. My artwork is also fea-
tured on a couple of websites:
www.dennisfranzen.com and
www.crartltd.com. Of course someone
can always call me at my studio at (312)
252-3051.

your art, how do they contact you?
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